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(potent because numerous), and labouring to sow division
which they would enjoy and profit of. There is to be a
committee of the House of Commons chosen to examine into
its decays, and study a remedy, which when fixed on, the
ministers will support. I may not be accurate in my defini-
tion, but this is the purport. If I gave loose to my own
speculations, I should say that when a house is tumbling, it
will not save it to new furnish one of the apartments, much
less when there are people in two other chambers under-
mining the upholsters.

The Chancellor, it is said, declares against the constitu-
tional bills; and will Lord Shelburne cordially promote
them ? In short, I see such seeds of mischief already sown,
and the vanquished are so far from wearing an air of defeat,
that I have not the smallest expectance of duration to the
new system. The watchword Republicanism is given out
against it, and grievous complaints made of the hardships,
violences, and insults put on the crown. Lord Kockingham
was not admitted even to an audience before the moment of
his kissing hands, and much resistance, I am told, is made
to a large creation of peers, who might a little balance the
household troops in that garrison. The high priests and
Scotch peers countenanced against the ministers will baffle
any good that can be attempted. In the meantime, public
distresses will pour in from all quarters, and if peace cannot
be attained, I see no prospect of anything but ruin, which if
the new ministers stay, will be imputed to them. But I
believe the true authors will soon have an opportunity and
the honour of completing their work, reinforced by part of
the new administration, who will not return to opposition
if accomplices in blowing up the new settlement; a plan
that does not seem to be disguised.

This is enough to say on a transient interlude: it is better,
howevel:, than if they had been smiled into hopes of favour.f that object.     bers,   were   included,'     (Ann,   JReg.
